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INTRODUCTION

Yassamin is dedicated to ensuring that we stop rolling back the clocks on
reproductive healthcare, and enshrine it as a fundamental right once and

for all. As a local champion for abortion rights and public health, Yassamin
will fight in Congress to secure and protect abortion rights for all women,
transgender, and nonbinary people. All Arizonans deserve the right to make
decisions over their own bodies, to access the healthcare services that are right
for them, and to do so privately and without government intervention.

THE PROBLEM

On April 9, 2024, the Arizona Supreme Court reinstated Abortion is a human right.
a tOta]- abortion ban that dates baCk to the ClVﬂ Upholding a ban on our bodily autonomy - a ban that was
War.! Putting into effect a territorial ban that was before worme Sl lustice: This ban
. . endangers the lives of women and their children.
conceptualized when slavery was still the law of the land
. . S 20e was overturned, | led the chmge to
shows the danger of turning the clock back to a point difd e D, o it of
where basic civil rights were non-existent for millions of Artzana’s ab oS o SR e 12 o
N . doctor, nurse, patient or pharmacist should go to jail for
people. Now, women and girls in the state have fewer SrovidiE R et
rights to make decisions over their own bodies. Across We're watching firsthand what extremist Republicans like
the US) nearly one in fIVE women 11V€ in states W].th Trump and his MAGA allies will do when they're in po ban

. . . abortion nationwide.
total abortion bans, like Arizona.>

We need to restore Roe v. Wade, pass the Arizona Right to

Attacks on abortion rights are not isolated. Lawmakers Aot .,:.: :,u::::ar:nmmen "
are relentlessly looking for new ways to criminalize '

or severely restrict access to vital reproductive and ﬂ%

sexual health services, including contraception and v

gender-affirming care.? As these threats become reality,

individuals’ rights to make private medical decisions and healthcare providers’ obligation to protect
their patients’ medical privacy, are also in danger.* Inadequate access to abortion, reproductive,
and sexual healthcare services most directly affects communities that are already marginalized and
underserved by our healthcare system-including people of color, low-income people, immigrants,
young people, and people with disabilities.> These policies worsen longstanding disparities in
healthcare access and outcomes for the most vulnerable people in our community.°
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WHAT YASSAMIN HAS DONE

As a Phoenix City Councilwoman and Vice Mayor, Yassamin was at the forefront of local
efforts to protect abortion rights. In the aftermath of the Supreme Court’s Dobbs decision,
Yassamin led the push to draft and enact a resolution directing the Phoenix Police
Department to make enforcement of Arizona’s near-total abortion ban its lowest priority.?
Yassamin also worked to create the City of Phoenix’s first Public Health Advisor position,
charged with addressing and alleviating the public health challenges faced by the city’s
vulnerable communities.®

NewTimes

Phoenix Orders City Cops to Make Abortion Cases ‘Lowest Priority’ AZMIRROR

“I'm proud that today we're part of a council that firmly says we are a pro-choice city. Phoenix votes to de-prioritize
We are against going hack decades in time,” council member enforcement of abortion laws

Yassamin Ansari said shortly before the vote. October 12. 2022

October 12, 2022

SOLUTIONS

Yassamin understands that protecting abortion rights requires expanding and protecting all
forms of abortion care, reproductive care, and sexual health care for all who need them. As a
Congresswoman, Yassamin will work tirelessly to ensure that all Arizonans can access these
services safely, affordably, and privately. In addition to increasing access to these types

of care, Yassamin will advocate for policies that create more equitable healthcare access,
quality, and outcomes for people who are underserved and marginalized by our current
healthcare system. In Congress, Yassamin will fight to:

Codify aWoman's Right to Abortion

Pass the Women’s Health Protection Act (WHPA), which guarantees the right to abortion
nationwide without unnecessary burdens. Specifically, WHPA would:

Secure timely access to abortion procedures, medications, and telehealth services in
early pregnancy.?

Ensure access to abortions at all stages of pregnancy by protecting a medical provider’s right to
render abortion care before and after fetal viability, especially when necessary to protect the life
and health of the patient.?°

Protect people seeking abortion from receiving inaccurate medical information and
undergoing unnecessary medical procedures, including mandatory in-person visits, arbitrary
waiting periods, and disclosing the reason for obtaining an abortion.™

Protect the right to travel out of state for abortion services.

Protect medical providers who perform abortions from discriminatory credentialing
requirements and conditions that only apply to them.?

Prohibit states from passing laws that restrict access to abortion care, unless they
significantly improve the safety of patients receiving abortion care.*
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Pass the Secure Access for Essential Reproductive (SAFER) Health Act to protect the
medical privacy of people who seek and obtain abortion services and care.® If passed,
this Act would:

Prohibit the unauthorized disclosure of information related to an individual’s abortion or
pregnancy during any legal proceedings.

Require the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to educate the public about
their right to medical privacy and all entities covered by the law about their legal obligations to
maintain patients’ privacy.”

Advocate for legislation and resources to expand and preserve access to critical medical

education and training for abortion care, particularly for OB/GYN residents and providers in
states with abortion restrictions.®

Advocate for legislation to expand mental health services for people impacted by abortion
restrictions, especially people of reproductive age who may be more likely to suffer from
depression, anxiety, and suicide due to restrictive abortion care.®

Expand Access to Reproductive Services and Gender-Affirming Care

Passing the Expanding Access to Family Planning Act is critical to ensuring that people can
make choices over their reproductive and sexual health care. The Act would:

Increase funding for Title X National Family Planning Program clinics that provide essential
reproductive, preventative, and sexual healthcare services to low-income patients.>° If passed,
this bill would nearly double the amount of annual funding for Title X clinics to over $500
million for the next 10 years.”

Protect and expand access to affordable, high-quality contraceptive care. Nearly /4 million
women across the country, including almost 85,000 Arizona women, rely on Title X clinics for
their contraceptive care.?> Most of these women have incomes at or below the federal poverty
level, and many are also uninsured.?? Providing Title X clinics with funding to expand their
services ensures that all women can continue to access the contraceptive care of their choice.

Expand education regarding abortion access and other pregnancy options. Title X clinics
are unable to use federal funds to perform abortions.* However, this bill would require Title
X clinics to discuss all available options with pregnant patients, including prenatal care and
delivery, infant care, foster care, adoption, and abortion, and to provide referrals for these
services when requested by a patient.? These protections are critical to prevent attacks like
the Trump Administration’s now-repealed “Gag Rule,” which limited Title X Clinics’ ability to
provide patients with information and referrals for abortion services.>®

Advocate for a Transgender Bill of Rights to secure fundamental rights for transgender
and nonbinary people, including inclusive healthcare services.?” A Transgender Bill of
Rights would:

Secure the right to bodily autonomy for transgender and nonbinary people. In 2023 alone,
states introduced 157 pieces of legislation that would restrict access to gender-affirming

care, with 34 of these provisions actually enacted.?® In 2022, Arizona banned certain types of
gender-affirming care for youth.?>® This bill would protect access to gender-affirming care for
transgender and nonbinary individuals, in addition to banning the use of forced and medically
unproven medical procedures like “conversion therapy.”3°

Secure the right to ethical healthcare for transgender and nonbinary people. Transgender
and nonbinary people are extremely underserved and marginalized by our healthcare system,
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often lacking access to medical providers who are able to provide competent and compassionate
care.? This bill would protect individuals from discrimination on the basis of sex and gender
identity and expand the network of providers trained to provide competent care to transgender
and nonbinary patients.3> The bill would also protect medical providers of reproductive and
abortion care who serve transgender and nonbinary patients from threats and violence related
to their work.?

Reduce Disparities in Women’s Healthcare Access, Quality, and Outcomes

Pass the Black Maternal Health Momnibus Act, a package of 13 bills aimed at addressing the
maternal health crisis in the U.S., where maternal deaths are the highest among wealthy
countries and continuing to rise at an alarming rate.3* The Momnibus Act would:

Make it a federal priority to improve maternal health, especially for women of color,
veterans, and other vulnerable communities.?> Maternal deaths are unacceptably high across
the board, but women of color, especially Black and Indigenous women, are most at risk of
experiencing life-threatening complications during childbirth.3® The Momnibus Act would fund
programs to address maternal health disparities and maternal behavioral health needs, as well
as improve data collection and research to better understand and combat these disparities.”

Expand access to high-quality and affordable maternal and infant care by expanding the
workforce of maternal health providers and investing in telehealth services to deliver care to
patients in rural and underserved areas.?® These federal resources are critical to meeting

the needs of patients affected by a growing number of “maternity care deserts” across

the country.3?

Expand existing safety net programs to improve the social determinants of maternal health.4
The health outcomes of mothers and babies are deeply impacted by the environments in which
they live, including access to healthcare, nutritious food, and stable housing.# The Momnibus
Act would expand the coverage available to low-income mothers through Medicaid and the
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), as well as extend eligibility for the Special
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) to include vital
postpartum and breastfeeding periods.4

Enact Medicare for All

Expanding access to affordable, high-quality healthcare is one of the most effective ways
to reduce disparities in access to care, particularly for women of reproductive age and
transgender and nonbinary people.4* The Medicare for All Act of 2023 would ensure that all
Americans can access the healthcare services they need-including abortions, contraception,
and gender-affirming care.4
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